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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment filed on January 29, 2008 has been entered. Claims 1 
and 3-8 are currently pending. Applicant's amended claims and arguments addressed 
herein below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (herein after AAPA) in view of Kang (US Pub. 
2003/0058194) 

As to claim 1, AAPA teaches a plasma display panel for a multi-screen, 
comprising: a plurality of unit plasma display panels wherein a front panel whereon one 
or more sustain electrodes and one or more scan electrodes are formed is sealed with a 
rear panel whereon an address electrode is formed (fig. 1, paragraphs 1 st - 7 th , in 
background art). 
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AAPA does not teach explicitly teach a plasma display panel wherein end 
portions of the sustain electrodes form a common electrode, the end portions of the 
sustain electrodes are located opposite to an edge of the scan electrodes, the scan 
electrodes receive the scan signals through the edge of the scan electrodes, and the 
sustain electrode is configured to receive the sustain signal from the common electrode. 

Kang teaches a plasma display panel wherein end portions of the sustain 
electrodes (fig. 7(Z)) form a common electrode (fig. 7(92), [0069]), 

the end portions of the sustain electrodes (fig. 7(Z)) are located opposite to an 
edge of the scan electrodes (fig. 7(Y)), 

the scan electrodes (fig. 7(Y)) receive the scan signals through the edge of the 
scan electrodes (fig. 7(91)), and 

the sustain electrode (fig. 7(Z)) is configured to receive the sustain signal from 
the common electrode (fig. 7(92)). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the plasma display panel of Kang into the multi screen PDP of 
AAPA to make a wide screen plasma display device in order to reduce manufacturing 
cost. 

As to claim 3, AAPA (as modified by Kang) teaches a plasma display device 
where the sustain electrodes are connected to a common electrode (fig. 13(300), col. 
12, lines 10-23, in Song et al.). 
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AAPA (as modified by Kang) does not teach a PDP where the common electrode 
is formed on a sidewall of the front panel. 

However, it is an obvious design choice of making a PDP where the common 
electrode is formed on a sidewall of the front panel located in a place adjacent to 
different plasma display panels. 

4. Claims 4-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant Admitted Prior Art (herein after AAPA) in view of Kim et al. (US Pub. 
003/0160569). 

As to claim 4, AAPA teaches a plasma display panel for a multi-screen, 
comprising: a plurality of unit plasma display panels wherein a front panel whereon a 
sustain electrode and a scan electrode are formed is sealed with a rear panel whereon 
an address electrode is formed (fig. 1, paragraphs 1 st - 7 th , in background art). 

AAPA does not teach both ends of the sustain electrodes are connected in 
common to a first common electrode and a second common electrode, and a sustain 
signal is simultaneously applied to both ends of the sustain electrodes from the first 
common electrode and the second common electrode in a plasma display panel. 

Kim et al. discloses a plasma display apparatus wherein both ends of the sustain 
electrodes are connected in common to a first common electrode (fig. 3(100)) and a 
second common electrode (fig. 3(100')), and wherein a sustain signal is simultaneously 
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applied to both ends of the sustain electrodes from the first common electrode and the 
second common electrode ([0026]). 

Therefore, it is obvious to one skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the plasma display apparatus of Kim et al. into the multi-screen 
PDP of AAPA to make a wide screen plasma display device in order to minimize 
waveform distortion and reduce power consumption. 

As to claim 5, AAPA (as modified by Kim et al.) teaches a plasma display 
apparatus wherein both ends of the sustain electrodes are connected in common to a 
first common electrode and a second common electrode (fig. 3, in Kim et al.). 

AAPA (as modified by Kim et al.) does not teach a third common electrode 
connected to one of the first common electrode and the second electrode. 

However, it is an obvious design choice to make a plasma display panel 
comprising a third common electrode connected to one of the first common electrode 
and the second electrode in an opposite position where a scan signal is applied to the 
scan electrode, and extended to the position whereto the scan signal is applied in order 
to further improve display quality. 

As to claim 6, AAPA (as modified by Kim et al.) teaches a plasma display 
apparatus wherein both ends of the sustain electrodes are connected in common to a 
first common electrode and a second common electrode (fig. 3, in Kim et al.). 
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AAPA (as modified by Kim et al.) does not teach a third common electrode 
connected to the first common electrode and the second electrode to each other. 

However, it is an obvious design choice to make a plasma display panel with a 
third common electrode for connecting the first common electrode and the second 
electrode to each other to minimize waveform distortion. 

As to claims 7 and 8, AAPA (as modified by Kim et al.) teaches a plasma display 
apparatus wherein both ends of the sustain electrodes are connected in common to a 
first common electrode and a second common electrode (fig. 3, in Kim et al.). 

AAPA (as modified by Kim et al.) does not teach a third common electrode that is 
formed to have a broader width than that of the sustain electrode. 

However, it is an obvious design choice to make a plasma display panel where a 
third common electrode is formed to have a broader width than that of the sustain 
electrode in order to have a low impedance. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-8 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AFROZA Y. CHOWDHURY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1543. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00 EST, 5/4/9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bipin Shalwala can be reached on 571-272-7681 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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4/26/2008 
/Bipin Shalwala/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



